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A deal you can’t drive by.
$200 petrol with every new car loan.
Defcredit’s award winning car loans are now pumped with even more value. 
Every car loan purchased receives a $200 petrol card to help you save more. 
Plus enjoy more purchase power at the dealer with one of the lowest car loan 
rates in Australia, so you can drive away the new car you really want.

Limited time offer. Call 1800 033 139
or visit defcredit.com.au to apply today.

* Comparison rate is calculated on a $30,000 secured new car loan over a 5 year term, based on monthly 
repayments and a minimum 20% deposit applies. WARNING: This comparison rate is true for the examples 
given and may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees and other loan amounts might result 
in a different comparison rate. Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply and are available on request. 
Approval is subject to satisfaction of Defcredit’s lending criteria. The $200 petrol voucher offer is only 
available on secured car loans funded between 23 May and 24 June 2011. 
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$2 Jackpot Lotto draw 9606:
First, $100,000, No 101967,
Wagga Wagga; second, $10,000,
No 149106, Baulkham Hills; third,
$5000, No 141733, Baulkham
Hills. Consolation prizes of $1000
each, Nos 101966, 101968. The
jackpot prize of $3,360,000 was
not won.
Monday Lotto draw 3038: 5, 13,
16, 17, 21, 41. Supplementaries:
24, 45. Dividends: Div 1, Jackpot;
Div 2, $4545.85; Div 3, $526.85;
Div 4, $25.20; Div 5, $14.65.
Monday Lotto Strike draw
3409: 41, 21, 5, 16. Dividends: Div
1, Jackpot; Div 2, $1979.70; Div 3,
$118.80; Div 4, free strike entry.

CAPITAL 
BRIEFING

Mall evacuated
Two fires and a number of bomb
threats forced the evacuation of
Westfield Belconnen Mall yesterday.
The first fire set off smoke alarms just
after 11.45am, followed by a second
small fire at 2.10pm. Westfield
security also received phone calls
during the two fires alleging a bomb
was inside a vacant store. A 29-year-
old Evatt man is assisting police with
their investigations. Mall staff
extinguished both fires within minutes.
The first fire broke out near the service
elevator on the ground floor and the
second fire was in a loading bay area.
Subway Belconnen franchisee Geoff
Whitfield was in contact with staff at
his Westfield store during both
incidents, saying workers had
evacuated after an alarm sounded. He
said security guards were seen running
through the mall, emergency services
were on site and police had brought in
what appeared to be a forensics van
after the second fire. AFP Chief Police
Officer – ACT Policing Roman
Quaedvlieg said the first evacuation
had been undertaken as a precaution.
He said there had been no injuries.
A spokesman from Emergency
Services Agency would not speculate
on whether the two fires were related.

Jim Murphy funeral
Renowned Canberra businessmen, the
late Jim Murphy, will be remembered
by his friends, family and the public at
his funeral next week. The funeral will
be held at St Christopher’s Church in
Manuka at 1.30pm on Monday, June 6.
The family of Mr Murphy were
flattered by the offer of territory-
funded funeral, but have opted to
organise it themselves, saying
everybody who wanted to attend
would be welcome. People from
around Australia are expected to
attend.

Boost for Salvos
An increase of about 17 per cent in
donations to this year’s Red Shield
doorknock appeal in Canberra has
delighted the Salvation Army. Appeal
director Dale Murray said nearly
$237,000 had been raised in Canberra
at the weekend. This had shown the
continuing generosity of Canberrans,
many of whom had donated to disaster
appeals earlier this year. This
generosity had extended across
Southern NSW with $204,361 raised –
an increase of 5 per cent on last year’s
doorknock. Almost $7 million had been
raised nationally from the weekend
doorknock – an increase of about
1.6 per cent on last year’s result.
Captain Murray thanked the 1360
volunteers who helped with the
doorknock. Donations can still be made
by telephone: 137 258; online:
www.salvos.org.au; at any Westpac
bank; or by sending a cheque to PO Box
9888 Canberra ACT 2600.

Golf club robbery
Bandits armed with firearms held up
the Gungahlin Lakes Golf Club on
Saturday morning. ACT police
responded to an alert at 5.50am. It
was reported three men entered the
club and threatened staff before
leaving with a sum of money. Police
are calling for any witness to contact
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.

Police statistics
ACT Policing has launched a ‘‘Facts
and Stats’’ section on its website.
Figures include the ACT road toll, a
quarterly breakdown of reported
crimes, and staffing numbers broken
into gender, rank, length of service and
age categories. The statistics show a
large drop in the number of reported
crimes for the first quarter of 2011. Go
to police.act.gov.au

Rego inspection fees
Canberra drivers will pay an extra
$1.90 for vehicle registration
inspections from July 1. The maximum
fee for motor vehicles not exceeding
4.5 tonnes rises from $55.70 to
$57.60. Motorcycle inspections rise
from $42.80 to $44.20. Follow-up
inspections for defective cars or
motorcycles will rise 40c to $13.60.

Visionary of bush capital honoured

HERO: Professor John Langford, with a picture of his grandfather Charles Weston, at the tree-planting ceremony at Old Parliament House yesterday. Photo: RICHARD BRIGGS

PIONEER: Charles Weston, left, and tree planting using a horse-drawn windlass, near what is now Old Parliament House.

By Myles Peterson

Thomas Charles George Weston, the
man who put the bush into the bush
capital, was honoured at a tree-
planting ceremony on the lawns of
Old Parliament House yesterday.

Two of Mr Weston’s direct
descendants helped plant an Arizona
cypress, a species favoured by the
pioneering horticulturalist, to
commemorate the centennial
anniversary of his first visit to
Canberra.

Mr Weston’s grandson, Professor
John Langford, travelled from
Melbourne for the event. ‘‘He’s my
hero,’’ he said.

Great-grandson Andrew Langford
also attended.

Professor Langford recounted
tales told by his mother, who spent
her childhood growing up among the
building site that was then Canberra.

Mr Weston first visited what was
then known as the Federal Capital
Territory in 1911 after a train journey
from Sydney to Queanbeyan,
followed by a horse-and-cart ride to
the site of the embryonic capital.

Mr Weston, an English-born
horticulturist, migrated to Australia
in 1896 and worked on the gardens
of Admiralty House and Federal
Government House in Sydney before
being appointed officer-in-charge of
afforestation at Canberra in 1913.

‘‘He really was a pioneer, roughing
it with the rest of the builders . . .
There was nothing here back then.

He lived in a two-room shack in
Acton,’’ Professor Langford said.

Over the next decade and a half,
Mr Weston transformed the area,
then a region deforested by earlier
settlers and graziers.

He planted more than two million
trees and shrubs, specifically
selecting them for the climate and
soils and gave many more away to
local farmers.

Mr Weston was concerned with
planting trees and shrubs that could
survive in the natural Canberra

environment with little need for
watering. He did not always get
along with, or follow the directions
of, Walter Burley Griffin, Canberra’s
chief architect.

Historian John Gray said the pair
frequently clashed over flora species’
selection, but Mr Weston often won
through, at times by simply ignoring
the architect. Mr Weston’s efforts are
still apparent around Old Parliament
House and Braddon, Reid and
Barton.

National Capital Authority chief

executive Gary Rake said Mr
Weston’s early horticultural ideas
nurtured the bush capital status for
which Canberra is now famous.

‘‘It is fitting we honour [Thomas]
Charles Weston by reinstating these
plantings in the parliamentary zone.
The trees around Old Parliament
House are considered by many as
fine examples of his work,’’ he said.

After Mr Weston’s death in 1935,
his ashes were scattered among the
trees he planted at Old Parliament
House.

Gory video sparks live export inquiry
By Kelly Burke INHUMANE: One

of the slaughter
boxes provided to
Indonesian
abattoirs which
have resulted in
the slow and
torturous death of
millions of animals
over the past 10
years.

The live animal export industry has
gone into damage control after gra-
phic footage was broadcast portray-
ing the inhumane slaughter of Aust-
ralian cattle in our largest overseas
market.

Agriculture Minister Joe Ludwig
ordered his department to conduct
an immediate investigation late yes-
terday after viewing the footage
which he said left him shocked at the
mistreatment of the animals.

He stopped short, however, of
agreeing to demands by animal
welfare groups to call an immediate
halt to all live exports to Indonesia,
worth more the $300 million a year.

An unprecedented joint investi-
gation by the RSPCA and Animals
Australia found that slaughter boxes
provided to Indonesian abattoirs by

Meat and Livestock Australia and
LiveCorp, with the support of the
Federal Government, have resulted
in the slow torturous death of mil-
lions of animals over the past 10
years, using methods which are

illegal in Australia and are in breach
of international animal health
guidelines.

The industry has already moved to
suspend supply to three Indonesian
abattoirs, after being confronted with

the horrific footage shot by an animal
welfare investigator who visited 10
Indonesian abattoirs in March.

LiveCorp chief executive Cameron
Hall has not ruled out the possibility
of further abattoir closures. He con-
ceded the Australian export industry
had been grappling with some issues
surrounding the misuse of the
Australian-supplied ‘‘Mark 1’’
restraint boxes and the inadequate
training of Indonesian meat workers.
He insisted, however, that the prac-
tices recorded on video were not
typical of slaughtering conditions
across Indonesia.

‘‘We know there are some poor
practices . . . but this is not some-
thing you can just demand change
from in a foreign country. We’re
talking about a developing country,
where there’s not same level of
investment in infrastructure and the

industry’s first priority is making sure
people have food to eat,’’ Mr Hall
said.

RSPCA chief scientist Bidda Jones,
who assessed the evidence from the
investigation, said every slaughter
facility filmed by Animals Australia
breached international animal wel-
fare standards.

‘‘The most galling aspect of this
evidence is that the industry’s instal-
lation of Mark 1 boxes has en-
trenched a system of restraint and
slaughter that causes significant suf-
fering and that would be illegal in
Australia,’’ Dr Jones said.

The Australian Government began
supplying the boxes to Indonesian
abattoirs in 2000 because local plant
workers were having difficulties res-
training Australian cattle before
slaughter. The cattle, from Queens-
land and the Northern Territory, are

typically much larger and wilder than
Indonesian animals.

More than 100 of the restraint
boxes are in operation across Java
and Sumatra, specifically used for the
slaughter of Australian cattle.

Mr Hall said an independent
review of Indonesian slaughtering
practices of Australian cattle in 2009
gave a generally positive report card,
and a number of improvements and
programs had since been rolled out
by LiveCorp in that country.

But Animals Australia’s campaign
director Lyn White, who shot the
footage, said the industry’s last-
minute move to suspend supply to
three abattoirs was a desperate
attempt to appease public outrage.

‘‘It highlights the industry’s
favoured modus operandi of only
addressing problems where footage
is taken,’’ she said.

Joint trial averted
as defendant pleads
guilty over cannabis
By Louis Andrews
Court Reporter

CROP: Daniel
Caputo admitted
involvement in the
alleged scheme.

A man has admitted involvement in
allegedly cultivating an indoor can-
nabis crop discovered at a south
Canberra property almost two years
ago.

Daniel Caputo pleaded guilty yes-
terday to cultivating a traffickable
quantity of cannabis in the belief
that someone else intended to sell
the plants or their products.

The plea was entered on the first
day of a joint trial set to be heard
before acting Justice John Nield in
the ACT Supreme Court.

The 27-year-old’s co-accused,
Martin Paul Frost, 29, has main-
tained his plea of not guilty and is
due to stand trial later this week.

His barrister, Bernadette Boss,
has requested new documents from
the prosecution in light of Caputo’s
plea.

Frost, who police allege was the
tenant listed on the Page house’s
lease, is accused of aiding and
abetting Caputo and others to culti-
vate a traffickable quantity of can-
nabis for sale.

Caputo was represented in court
yesterday by high-profile Sydney
lawyer Lesly Randle and barrister
John Korn.

The plea was entered after both
parties agreed to an amended state-
ment of facts alleging Caputo atten-
ded the property five times between
June 2007 and July 2009 to complete
plumbing works.

Police allege on three of the five
occasions Caputo was there to
perform routine plumbing work but
the other two times he worked on
the elaborate hydroponics set-up
found at the home.

The decision to plead avoided a

legal headache in the early stages of
what was to be a joint trial, with the
defendants unable to agree on
whether the trial should be heard
before a jury. Caputo had initially
indicated he wished to go before a
jury; his co-accused opted for a
judge-alone trial.

The Supreme Court Act stipulates
when co-defendants cannot agree
on a trial election all accused, by
default, have their case heard by a
jury.

Frost, who is still on bail, will now
face a judge-alone trial before acting
Justice Nield tomorrow.

Police raided the Page property in
July 2009 armed with search war-
rants executed under the Drugs of
Dependence Act.

It is alleged they discovered 34
mature cannabis plants each about
150cm tall, cannabis seedlings, a
hydroponics set-up and about 15kg
of loose cannabis. The Crown has
also alleged a meter-box was tam-
pered with, allowing the cultivators
to bypass ActewAGL and draw
power without paying.

The walls in two bedrooms and
the garage were allegedly covered in
reflective plastic and a number of
drying racks were also found.

A pre-sentence report will now be
prepared for Caputo, who is due
back in court later this week for a
directions hearing.

Caputo’s bail was continued.

Bashing the result of drink
spiking, accused tells court
By Louis Andrews

A man accused of bashing his
former room-mate with a cricket bat
in a north Canberra unit has argued
he lost control because the alleged
victim spiked his drink.

Allan Wayne Mitchell’s lawyer has
told an ACT Supreme Court jury the
41-year-old unwittingly consumed
10 crushed-up Xanax tablets on the
day of the attack in 2008.

But the prosecution has argued
Mitchell’s story was concocted with
the alleged victim about a month
after the incident.

The defendant is standing trial for
recklessly inflicting grievous bodily
harm on his former friend, with a
count of assault occasioning actual
bodily harm in the alternative.

The alleged victim said Mitchell
had been staying at his one-

bedroom flat in Turner for about 10
days leading up to the alleged
assault.

The complainant, giving evidence
via video-link, said Mitchell began
attacking him on the evening of
April 14, punching him in the head
with rings on his fingers.

Under questioning from the pros-
ecution, the alleged victim also said
Mitchell struck him with a cricket
bat. The witness described a sus-
tained assault which concluded
when Mitchell fled the apartment in
pursuit of his girlfriend at the time.

The alleged victim then headed to
his grandmother’s house and called
emergency services.

The complainant, under cross-
examination, denied slipping Mit-
chell the drugs.

The trial before Justice Richard
Refshauge continues today.

Students angry over Arndt sex lecture
From Page 1
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● VOTE IN OUR POLL

canberratimes.com.auMs McMurtrie said students had
expressed concern about what they
saw as Arndt’s lack of concern for
laws in regard to sexual assault.

‘‘There are also some concerns
about the appropriateness of the
ANU’s endorsement of the event.
The department has not contacted
ANU about cancelling the event,
although some members of the
department have advocated for the
department to adopt this position.’’

Arndt said her views were not

about sexual consent and she looked
forward to meeting the protesters
before her lecture.

‘‘I’ve always said women have a
right to say no, but men and women
should think about the impact of
rejection on their partners, and some
may choose to say yes a little more
often,’’ she said.

‘‘My message is that some women
can enjoy sex without desire and
perhaps they should explore that as
an option. This is an emerging area
of research. Men should also make
love to their partners if they are
persistently rejecting them, which

often happens when older men
become nervous about perform-
ance.’’

She said students who thought her
views were about sexual consent had
obviously not read her books.

Arndt described herself as a ‘‘card-
carrying feminist’’ and said the focus
of her lecture would be on new
research about male sexuality.

‘‘I will be speaking about new
research on men and issues about
male sexuality, how men cope with
their strong sex drive, why men take
such risks for sex, why men use
pornography and particularly the
age of Viagra and the use of the new
erection treatments,’’ she said.

The sex therapist said she had a
long association with the ANU and
was on the council for 15 years. She
also attended the university in the
late 1960s where her father was a
professor for more than 50 years.

The ANU declined to comment
about the event.

First indigenous member of ACT Assembly elected
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‘‘That’s entirely up to the Chief
Minister.’’ But he nominated sport,
health, art and youth issues as areas
of interest.

‘‘I am humbled and honoured to
be elected to the Legislative

Assembly seat vacated by Jon Stan-
hope,’’ he said. ‘‘Being a good local
member begins with listening . . . I’m
comfortable and capable of talking
to Canberrans from all walks of life.
I look forward to representing the
people of Ginninderra.’’

Ms Gallagher said Dr Bourke’s
election was ‘‘a great result’’.

‘‘We obviously had great candi-
dates but for Dr Bourke to win, I
think, is a great addition to the team.

‘‘It’s fantastic that the Labor party
elected, through its processes, the
first indigenous member of the ACT
Legislative Assembly, but also some-
one who’s been very involved in their
local communities.’’

Dr Bourke has been involved in
community groups for more than
two decades, including as a member
of Regional Development Australia
(ACT), a member of the Campaign
for Indigenous Health Equality
(Close the Gap) and as chairman of
the Australian Dental Association
(ACT Division).


